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RI Suicide Prevention Strategic Plan
History: From the World Health Organization to Rhode Island

In 1996, in its document "Prevention of Suicide: Guidelines for the Formulation and
Implementation of National Strategies,” the World Health Organization recognized
suicide as a growing problem throughout the world. The result of this document led to a
collaborative effort between the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services and the
grassroots advocacy organization, the Suicide Prevention Advocacy Network (SPAN).

In October 1998 the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), part of the US
Department of Health and Human Services, and SPAN convened the National Suicide
Prevention Conference in Reno, Nevada. The goal of the conference was to begin
developing a national strategy for suicide prevention. By the end of the week-long
conference over 400 participants devel oped 81 recommendations for a national strategy.
"The Surgeon General's Call to Action to Prevent Suicide,” published in 1999, pared
down the recommendations from 81 to 15.

In January 1999 the Northeast Injury Prevention Network (NEIPN), aregional group
composed of state Injury Prevention Directors from northeastern states convened a
meeting to follow-up on the Reno conference and the " Surgeon General's Call to Action.”
The Massachusetts Department of Health on behalf of the NEIPN successfully applied
for and received grant funds from CDC for a bi-regional conference on suicide
prevention. This conference held in Byfield, MA in June of 2000 brought together
representatives from NEIPN states and territory for three days. The conference goas
supported both the formation of multi-disciplinary state suicide prevention teams and the
development of state suicide prevention plans.

After the conference, teams continued to work on their respective state suicide prevention
plans. The convening of the RI Suicide Prevention Team is the result of over four years
of planning around suicide prevention at the international, national, and regional levels.

Purpose

The purpose of the state team is to work collaboratively across disciplines and across
public and private lines to develop a statewide suicide prevention plan for Rhode Iland.
Although the Rhode Island Department of Health (HEALTH) convened the state
planning team, the plan will not be owned by HEALTH. Rather, the plan is intended to
be utilized by public and private agencies, schools, hospitals, voluntary organizations,
efc.. to inform all suicide prevention initiatives in Rhode Island. Furthermore, the plan
can be used for grant writing purposes by any of the groups involved in its development.
However, continued collaboration and coordination in grant writing and program
implementation based on the plan is encouraged.



